
 

 

September 14, 2009 

 

Dear Kitchen Cabinet members, 

 

I wanted to update you on a few things on which I’ve been working over the past several 

weeks. I’ve received two responses to the letters I sent to our state’s congressional 

delegation reflecting the concerns of the people I represent. You’ll also be interested to know 

that the Department of Corrections is looking into using part of a warehouse at Western State 

Hospital to begin a new program which I feel could lead to a work release facility also being 

placed at the hospital. Finally, there is some confusion over a ballot measure that you’ll be 

asked to approve or reject in November and I wanted to help clarify it for you. 

 

- BREAKING NEWS - 

 

As part of my continuing efforts to keep you well informed about things that are happening, 

below are two new developments that affect the 28th District that have not yet been reported in 

the media, so you are the first to know. 

 

McNeil Island: DOC not likely to close prison 

 

I attended a meeting Thursday, September 

10th, with a group that is looking at the feasibility 

of closing prisons and DSHS facilities in 

Washington. It was disclosed at this meeting that 

McNeil Island is not likely to be closed down. 



Shutting down the prison would mean hiring more employees to replace the 100 plus inmates 

who currently work maintaining the island’s roads and sewer system, staffing the fire 

department and other jobs. That could cost upwards of $2 million dollars. 

 

Also, despite being assured that the decision to close the prison would not be affected by 

the federal grant to use that land, there is indeed a reversion provision that requires the land to 

be returned to the federal government if the state stops using it as a prison facility. That would 

also require the Special Commitment Center to be relocated, which is another reason why the 

prison is likely not going to be closed. 

 

I don’t expect any prison in the state will be closed. What they will probably do instead is 

remove old and unused portions of some prisons, such as Walla Walla and Monroe. They 

have a temporary overage of beds which likely won’t last longer than a year before the 

statewide prison population goes up again, so the state will either mothball the unused 

sections and/or rent some of the extra space to the federal government. 

 

Western State Hospital: A back door to a work release facility? 

 

It has come to my attention that DOC is considering putting an inmate-operated mattress 

recycling facility in a DOC warehouse located 

on the grounds of Western State Hospital. 

When people throw their old mattresses in the 

trash, they end up at the dump. The bulldozers 

at the dump sometimes run over the 

mattresses, and the steel springs get tangled in 

the axles and treads. 

 

The inmates would work tearing up the old mattresses to recycle the steel springs and 

wood frames. As you may remember, there has been a long-simmering dispute between the 

city of Lakewood and DOC over the location of a Tacoma work release program. Lakewood 

has repeatedly refused to issue permits to DOC to move the work release program into 



Lakewood, and I believe that allowing this recycling program on the grounds of Western State 

Hospital might set a precedent and open the door for DOC to move the Tacoma work 

release program to the hospital. 

 

The department wants to bring female felons in from the Mission Creek facility to work daily 

in a staff-secured DOC warehouse at Western State, which means there would be no 

physical walls or fences to keep them from leaving the facility. There really isn’t anything 

preventing these female inmates from escaping into Chambers Creek Canyon, University 

Place, Steilacoom, or a number of other places. Western State Hospital is right across the 

street from the largest park in our district, and there are a number of exits an inmate could use 

to escape. 

 

I’ve recently been appointed to the Department of Corrections’ Correctional 

Industries Board of Directors. Correctional Industries maintains and expands offender work 

training programs which develop marketable skills, instill and promote positive work ethics, and 

reduce the tax burden of corrections. As a member of the board, I will be more aware of what’s 

going on at DOC, like the mattress recycling facility being considered at Western State 

Hospital. 

 

Congressional representatives respond to my letter  

 

Nearly two months ago, I wrote a letter to all nine of our state’s U.S. representatives and 

both of our state’s senators. In that letter, I urged our congressional delegation to read 

important bills like health care reform and cap-and-trade before voting on them, and to really 

listen to the opinions of their constituents. Only two of the eleven congressional 

representatives I sent the letter to have gotten back to me as of this e-mail. 

 

Congressman Dave Reichert was kind enough to respond to my letter by personally 

phoning my office. He was on his way back to Washington D.C., but wanted to thank me for 

the letter and said that he appreciated my concerns and the concerns of my constituents. 

 

http://www.doc.wa.gov/aboutdoc/docs/p351bcifactsinglesheet.pdf


Congressman Adam Smith was the only other person who responded to me. He sent me 

a letter, which I’ve included for your benefit below. I thought you’d want to know what Rep. 

Smith said in his reply to my letter, and if it differs from a response you may have gotten as 

well. 

 

 



 



 

 

Clearing up some confusion  

 

You may be following the progress of Referendum 71, the November ballot measure that 

will ask voters to approve or reject Senate Bill 5688, the “everything but marriage” bill that 

grants all the same rights to same-sex couples that married people have. Recently, upon 

reading the Senate’s synopsis of the measure, I was confused as to what it really meant. I did 

some checking and came across some information that I thought would be helpful to the 

http://www.secstate.wa.gov/elections/initiatives/referendum.aspx?y=2009
http://www.secstate.wa.gov/elections/initiatives/text/r071.pdf


people I represent. I had thought that if you voted to approve the referendum, you would 

be rejecting the bill. In fact, the reverse is true. 

 

Those who support rejection of SB 5688 have been calling on fellow supporters to sign the 

referendum for several months. Just a few weeks ago, the Secretary of State ratified those 

signatures and the measure will be on the ballot in November. The confusion lies in the fact 

that the Secretary of State’s office has decided that the measure will be a direct referendum on 

SB 5688. If you approve of the bill, you’d likely approve the referendum, and if you 

disapprove of the bill, you’d likely reject the measure. If it passes, then same-sex couples 

will be granted the same rights that married couples have in the state of Washington. 

 

Essentially, Referendum 71 is asking voters to approve or reject what the majority in 

the Legislature passed during the 2009 session. I hope this clears up some of the 

confusion for you. 

 

In closing… 

 

If you know someone in our district who might be interested in receiving these updates, 

please feel free to forward this e-mail to him or her. 

 

As always, if you’d like to contact me you can write, phone, e-

mail, or stop by my Olympia office. I look forward to your comments 

and suggestions because they help me better represent you. My 

office phone number is (360) 786-7654, and my home phone number 

is (253) 581-2859. Or you can write me at 102 Irv Newhouse 

Building, P.O. Box 40428, Olympia, WA 98504-0428. 

 

 Legislative E-mail address: carrell.mike@leg.wa.gov 

 Home E-mail address: mcarrell@hotmail.com 

 

Sincerely, 

mailto:mcarrell@hotmail.com
mailto:carrell.mike@leg.wa.gov


 

Mike Carrell 

28th District State Senator 

 


